
MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE OCEANS MEETING 2017 

DECLARATION ON OCEANS AND HUMAN HEALTH 

 

We, the Ministers responsible for Ocean/ Fisheries/ Maritime Affairs, having met in Lisbon on 

September, the 8th, 2017, by invitation of the Portuguese Minister of the Sea, Mrs. Ana Paula 

Vitorino, in the framework of the Oceans Meeting 2017; 

Recalling the declaration of the ministerial meeting of Oceans Meeting 2016, held in Lisbon, in 

June 2016, promoting Ocean Literacy & Culture, Ocean Science & Innovation and Blue Economy;  

Recognizing the contribution of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations 

to the maintenance of peace, justice, social equity and progress for all peoples of the world; 

Emphasizing the universal and unified character of the United Nations Convention on the Law 

of the Sea (UNCLOS), setting out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans 

and seas must be carried out; 

Reaffirming that UNCLOS is of strategic importance as the basis for national, regional and global 

action and cooperation in the marine sector, and that its integrity needs to be maintained, as 

recognized also by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in chapter 

17 of Agenda 21; 

Welcoming the adoption of United Nations General Assembly resolution 70/1, of 25 September 

2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in 

particular Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2 "End hunger, achieve food security and 

improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture"; 3 “Ensure healthy lives and promote 

well-being for all at all ages”, 13 “take urgent action to combat the climate change and its 

impacts” and 14 “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development”;  

Welcoming, in this regard, the Call for Action of the UN Ocean Conference, held in NY, from 5 to 

9 June 2017; 

Further welcoming the adoption and early entry into force of the Paris Agreement negotiated 

under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC), while recognizing 

the importance of raising awareness on the adverse impacts of climate change on the marine 

environment, marine biodiversity and sea level;   

Also welcoming the adoption of United Nations General Assembly resolution 69/292 of 19 June 

2015 on the “Development of an international legally-binding instrument under UNCLOS on the 

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national 

jurisdiction” as well as the recommendations adopted on July 21st 2017 by the Preparatory 

Committee mandated by this resolution and in this regard encourage the United Nations 

General Assembly to take a decision, as soon as possible, on the convening of an 

intergovernmental conference, under the auspices of the United Nations to consider the 

recommendations of the Preparatory Committee on the elements and to elaborate a text of an 

international legally binding instrument under the UNCLOS on the conservation and sustainable 

use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction, with a starting date as 

early as possible; 



Welcoming with appreciation the first global integrated marine assessment (United Nations 

World Ocean Assessment), while reiterating the need to strengthen the regular scientific 

assessment of the state of the marine environment in order to enhance the scientific basis for 

policymaking and international cooperation;    

Also welcoming the adoption of a G20 Action Plan on Marine Litter, while recognizing the urgent 

need to prevent and reduce marine pollution of all kinds from land- and sea-based sources to 

enhance food security and public health; 

Further welcoming the hosting by the EU of the fourth edition of the 'Our Ocean' Conference on 

5-6 October 2017 in Malta, and look forward to the voluntary commitments from all participants 

for safe, secure, clean and sustainably managed oceans; 

Recognizing the importance of taking into account the different levels of development between 

countries to guarantee the success and sustainability of the actions to be undertaken in the 

context of sustainable management of the maritime economy; 

Having decided on the importance of promoting regional and international cooperation in 

building partnerships in order to mobilize strong and more ambitious action in ocean affairs by 

Governments, civil society, industry, universities, research centres and NGO’s and all other 

relevant stakeholders, in particular regarding The Ocean and Human Health and social 

development. 

 

1. Recognize the importance of improving our understanding of the potential public health 

benefits and responsible use from marine and coastal ecosystems; 

2. Also recognize the crucial role of ecosystems and protected areas in supporting human 

well-being and sustainable economic development; 

3. Further recognize the importance of reducing the burden of human disease linked with 

marine environmental causes; 

4. Emphasize the importance of anticipating new threats to public health before they 

become serious; 

5. Reiterate our commitment to achieve the targets of Sustainable Development Goal 14 

within the timelines – in particular target 14.1. on preventing and significantly reducing 

marine pollution of all kinds, and the need to sustain action over the long term, taking 

into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development and 

respecting national policies and priorities. 

6. Affirm that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time and express our 

deep concern with the health of our Oceans, the most important life support system of 

the Planet, particularly concerning climate and carbon regulation, oxygen and food 

production; 

7. Further affirm the need to build bridges between relevant stakeholders, for example by 

involving them at the outset of project formulation, allowing for co evaluation and joint 

construction of knowledge; 

8. Acknowledge the importance of ocean knowledge management, including traditional 

knowledge, communication and maximization of the science policy interface; 

9. Also acknowledge the need to develop specific international networking actions to 

increase international cooperation considering the specific research needs of 

developing countries to overcome the fragmented research capabilities of the World; 

10. Welcomes the proposal of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of 

UNESCO for an International Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development to 



be established for the period 2021–2030 under the United Nations, with the aim to 

stimulate international cooperation in marine science to support the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda. 

11. Recall the need to stimulate creative thinking and develop opportunities to explore 

alternatives to standard risk assessment procedures; 

12. Further recall the importance of improving communication between the research 

community and the authorities in charge of environmental protection, food safety and 

human health; 

13. Affirm that, with respect to economic sustainable development of the Ocean, it is 

important to foster established and emerging sustainable ocean-based industries and 

activities simultaneously, with increased actions to ensure healthy, productive and 

resilient ocean and coastal ecosystems through innovative, integrated, ecosystem-

based and multidimensional approaches, consistent with international law, as reflected 

in UNCLOS and other relevant international agreements; 

14. Acknowledge that empowering relevant stakeholders with the tools, data and 

information needed to sustainably manage marine resources and to accurately assess 

risk and opportunities in the economic sustainable development of the Ocean is key 

during its early development state, in accordance with sustainable development;  

15. Acknowledging in this regard that economic development cannot be understood 

without ensuring adequate working conditions, especially decent employment; 

16. Stress the need for sustained and continuous observation of the essential ocean 

variables to monitor ocean health and impacts suffered from its changes; 

17. Also stress the need  to take all necessary actions to jointly implement the UN 

Sustainable Goal on Oceans (SDG 14) in a collaborative approach across all relevant 

sectors, expecting strong benefits also for the achievement of SDG 2 (food) and SDG 4 

(health); 

18. Support the implementation of an interdisciplinary systems approach incorporating 

environmental, biomedical, socioeconomic and epidemiological methods; 

19. Also support the improvement of tests for the detection of pathogens and invasive alien 

species in seawater and seafood, including protocols for harmful nanoparticles and 

seafood material and chemical pollutants from all sources; 

20. Further support the test monitoring of warning signals from the marine environment on 

sentinel organisms; 

21. Stress the need to improve epidemiological modelling of the health of coastal human 

communities; 

22. Further stress the need to provide adequate support for interdisciplinary research and 

training of young researchers to build capacity and improve our knowledge base on the 

relationship between the marine environment and human health; 

23. Acknowledge the need to develop specific interdisciplinary Oceans and Human health 

networking actions to increase international cooperation, also considering the specific 

research needs of developing countries, to overcome the fragmented research 

capabilities of the world; 

24. Also acknowledge the importance of fostering Ocean Sustainable Development 

financing. 


